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THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH,

AND NOT SPIN

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to ask some questions. Why did the
President’s defenders begin by insisting
that no sexual liaisons occurred in the
White House? Then as evidence against
the President mounted, why did his de-
fenders shift their position to say that
the President’s sex life is a private
matter?
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS)
will suspend. The gentleman may not
engage in personal references to the
President.

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, if extra-
marital sexual liaisons are supposed to
be purely private, why are taxpayer
funds being used to defend or facilitate
or cover-up?

Taxpayer funds must not be used by
lawyers to defend in a private civil suit
or to attack or undermine investiga-
tions of allegation of wrongdoings.

Taxpayer jobs should not be used in
any way for defending or promoting
the allegations and accusations of any-
one.

Mr. Speaker, the people, the Amer-
ican people are waiting for the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth, not spin.

f

REMEMBERING PRIORITIES

(Mr. FOSSELLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, today
we laid to rest one of the Capitol Hill
Police officers who died tragically in
last week’s shooting. And a few days
ago, I spoke on the floor because a po-
lice officer in my hometown, in Staten
Island, was shot in the head by a 17-
year-old assailant who just a couple of
years ago killed a man when he was 15,
and served a total of 18 months in jail
and was let go and is alleged to have
killed another man before he shot the
police officer. We got the news last
night that that police officer is now
dead.

What that means is that a 6-year-old
boy is without a father, a community
has been destroyed, and yet we still
question what we are going to do with
this 15-year-old murderer.

Mr. Speaker, I do not doubt the sin-
cerity of the folks who today engage in
campaign finance reform, but let us re-
member what the priorities are. A po-
lice officer is dead, a family is de-
stroyed, and let us pray for them to
find the strength to survive.

f

ARE WE NOT ALL AMERICANS?

(Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado
asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. BOB SCHAFFER of Colorado.
Mr. Speaker, I have got some news for
House liberals in the Democrat party.
A violation of the law is not a poll. A
violation of the law does not depend on
how the stock market is doing. A viola-
tion of the law has nothing to do with
vast right-wing conspiracies.

Liberals seem satisfied with the re-
sponse given by the White House about
how the Democrat party accidentally
raised nearly $3 million from Com-
munist China in the last election cycle,
and I understand that.

Liberals are not troubled by the
White House discovery that they had
900 FBI files of their political enemies,
and I understand that, too.

And liberals do not believe that using
the FBI and the IRS to smear Billy
Dale in the White House travel office is
an abuse of power, and I understand
that.

But I do not understand why liberal
Democrats in Congress are silent, si-
lent, about the Clinton administra-
tion’s decision to transfer waiver au-
thority of sensitive technology to Com-
munist China from the State Depart-
ment and the Commerce Department.
After all, Mr. Speaker, are we not all
Americans?

f

REPUBLICANS HAVE A BOLD NEW
VISION FOR THE 21ST CENTURY
(Mr. WELDON of Florida asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, it appears that the political parties
have come full circle. At the beginning
of the century, the Republican party,
under President Teddy Roosevelt, was
the party of reform. As we approach
the end of this century, the Republican
party is once again the party of reform
on almost every single issue.

Education? The Republicans passed
education savings accounts and school
choice initiatives that are being en-
acted across the country in the States
with Republican governors.

Welfare? It took a Republican Con-
gress to reform a broken system. A sys-
tem that everyone knew was broken
for many years, but was immune to
change.

The Tax Code? Republicans in the
House passed a bill to sunset the Tax
Code and Republicans have crossed the
country discussing the flat tax and na-
tional sales tax options.

Medicare? Medicare was on track to
go bankrupt in 2001, but Republicans in
Congress forced the first real Medicare
reforms in history this past summer.

Mr. Speaker, the Republican party is
the party of reform, of new ideas, inno-
vation, and a bold new vision for the
21st century.

f

AMERICAN MINING INDUSTRY
(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, of all the
gains of our civilization and this great
Nation, nothing has propelled the
progress of civilization over the cen-
turies as have the products of the min-
ing industry.

A great deal of what we see around
us, what we hear, what we feel or
touch, comes from mining. Mining pro-
vides the energy and equipment to
grow food, to develop lifesaving de-
vices, to build highways and bridges,
and to communicate around the globe.

Mining and manufacturing facilities
operate in every State and are a vital
base to which America’s strength and
future rely upon. Studies have shown
that nearly every Member of Congress
has a direct or indirect representation
to the mining industry in their dis-
tricts.

In order to responsibly address Amer-
ica’s mining and industrial needs, and
to promote its capabilities, I rise today
to invite my colleagues to join the
Mining Caucus. Together we can serve
to educate all Members on regulatory
and legislative ideas and their impact
on the mining industry.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
help establish a strong presence in Con-
gress; one that supports the mining in-
dustry, equipment manufacturers, and
support service members. Working
families in these vital industries are
literally the backbone of America.

Remember, if it is not grown, it has
to be mined. Our life, our job, and our
future depend upon it.

f

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY,
AUGUST 3, 1998

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 10:30 a.m. on Monday next for
morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
f

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT
Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 1997, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6870 July 31, 1998
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

f

FEDERALISM, EXECUTIVE ORDER
13083, AND H. CON. RES. 299

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. COLLINS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, our re-
public recently celebrated 222 years of
liberty and freedom. For the last 209
years, these freedoms have been guar-
anteed by our Constitution.

In spite of this, the Clinton adminis-
tration is now trying to undermine the
Constitution through Executive orders,
threatening the powers of Congress,
the sovereignty of the States, and the
rights of all Americans.

Our Founding Fathers demonstrated
timeless wisdom in the crafting of our
Constitution and Bill of Rights. The
Constitution carefully defines the au-
thority granted to each of the three
branches of the Federal Government to
ensure a separation and balance of Fed-
eral powers.

Additionally, the Tenth Amendment
to the Constitution protects the rights
of the States to self-determination, re-
quiring that powers not delegated to
the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are
reserved to the States respectively or
to the people.

b 1515

Both of these constitutional provi-
sions guarantee the individual rights of
American citizens throughout the
democratic process. Our Bill of Rights
and republic form of government en-
sure that the people maintain the ulti-
mate authority to govern themselves.

The success of our Constitution is
clear. The United States is the world’s
strongest economic power, providing a
standard of living to Americans that is
the envy of the world. Our Nation is
also the world’s foremost military
power, providing strong protection to
American citizens from foreign threats
to our liberties and to our democratic
principles.

Finally and most importantly, our
government is the single greatest guar-
antor and protector of individual lib-
erties in the world today. The freedom
of speech, the freedom of religion, the
freedom to own property, the freedom
to vote are just a few of the liberties
that American citizens enjoy, thanks
to the wisdom and foresight of the
framers of our Constitution.

Sometimes we take these liberties
for granted, but benefits such as public
safety, education and the finest health
care system in the world should remind
us that the Constitution provides us
with much more than abstract prin-
ciples.

In spite of the great successes of our
Republic, President Clinton has dis-

regarded our Constitution with the
issuance of executive order 13083.

First, the order requires Federal de-
partments and agencies to review State
regulations and to dictate State policy
without regard to the decisions made
by States’ own legislatures and agen-
cies.

Second, the order’s broad and vague
definition of what should be a Federal
issue reserves little if any jurisdiction
for State and local governments.

Third, by granting Federal jurisdic-
tion over all matters related to inter-
national obligations, the executive
order threatens to bypass the U.S. Con-
gress, imposing on States and the
American people provisions of inter-
national treaties or agreements that
have not been ratified by the Senate.

Clearly this executive order directly
violates the separation and division of
powers as provided by the Constitu-
tion. It violates the authority of the
U.S. Congress, the sovereign rights of
States, and threatens the liberties of
every American citizen.

In response to this disregard for the
Constitution, I have introduced House
Concurrent Resolution 299. This resolu-
tion sends a message to the American
people that representatives in Congress
will understand the Constitution and
will uphold the principles of the Found-
ing Fathers that have made this Na-
tion so great.

The Congress will protect the rights
of States to self-determination and
prevent undue Federal intervention
into State and local affairs. The Con-
gress will protect the rights of Amer-
ican citizens to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness, without unwar-
ranted and unconstitutional intrusions
by the Federal departments and Fed-
eral agencies.

This resolution also sends a message
to the executive and judicial branches
of the Federal Government: The Con-
gress will defend the people it rep-
resents against Federal actions that
undermine the Constitution and
threaten the rights of all citizens.

Congress is paying close attention to
the actions of the chief executive. We
will closely scrutinize any action by
any member of the executive branch
that threatens to usurp the legislative
authority of the Congress, the sov-
ereignty of the States and the freedom
of the American people.

Furthermore, Congress will seek to
remedy any judicial interpretation of
U.S. law that is inconsistent with the
intent of Congress, that threatens
State rights to self-determination or
threatens the liberties guaranteed the
people by the Constitution.

Mr. Speaker, I urge each of my col-
leagues to join me in defense of the
powers of the Constitution and sov-
ereignty of the rights of States, the
rights of the people, by cosponsoring
House Concurrent Resolution 299, reit-
erating the separation of powers that
are established and preserved by our
Constitution.

THE STATE OF UNITED STATES
AGRICULTURE ECONOMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GUTKNECHT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. MINGE) is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. MINGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
afternoon to discuss the state of the
agriculture economy and to report to
my colleagues the results of a hearing
that was held by the House Committee
on Agriculture on Thursday.

That hearing is the first hearing that
we have held in the House Committee
on Agriculture this session on the farm
economy and how the 1996 farm law,
farm bill is responding to the crises
that we face.

I am pleased that we held the hear-
ing. I regret, however, it has taken so
long for us to focus on this problem.

First, I would like to just urge that
all of my colleagues recognize the se-
verity of the problem that we face, and
probably no State illustrates this bet-
ter than North Dakota. The State of
North Dakota has seen a 98 percent
drop in farm income in the last 2 years.
It is such a precipitous drop that in
North Dakota and the Red River Val-
ley portion of Minnesota just to the
east, we see record numbers of farmers
selling out, closing down their oper-
ations and saying, in this strong na-
tional economy, there is no reason why
we should be continuing our farming
operations.

What I see, in the area that I rep-
resent in southern Minnesota and the
Chair represents, is a looming crisis. It
certainly is not as serious as what we
face in the Red River Valley area, but
it is one that has the potential of hav-
ing a parallel dramatic impact.

In the State of Minnesota at large,
farm income is down 57 percent from
the first quarter of 1996, compared to
the first quarter of 1998, 57 percent.
Part of the reason that it is down is
that in addition to the disease prob-
lems that are affecting wheat and bar-
ley in the Red River Valley area, we
also have severe price depression for
agriculture commodities.

Wheat is selling in the neighborhood
of $2.50 a bushel. This is a product that
in some years is selling for $3 to $4 a
bushel. Those would be the average
years. At $2.50 a bushel, wheat can be
used as a feed grain. Barley is being
used as feed grain.

This has an effect on the price of
corn and soybeans. Corn is now selling
in the Midwest for below $2 a bushel.
For those of you that are not familiar
with what that means to farmers, it
means that you lose money, as much as
30, 40 cents on every bushel of corn that
you market. Many say, well, if you
have a good year, that just means that
you are going to have a bigger yield
and you can make more money.

What farmers are facing is that the
excitement of a bumper crop is being
moderated and turning into a much
more depressing situation, because the
price is collapsing. What is more dis-
tressing is that the number of farm
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